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1.General information

1.1.Introduction

61265 - Life and death in the Prehistory

2017/18

103 - Facultad de Filosofia y Letras

553 - Master's in the Ancient World and Archaeological Heritage
4.0

1

Second semester

Optional

1.2.Recommendations to take this course

1.3.Context and importance of this course in the degree

1.4.Activities and key dates

2.Learning goals

2.1.Learning goals

2.2.Importance of learning goals

3.Aims of the course and competences

3.1.Aims of the course

3.2.Competences

4.Assessment (1st and 2nd call)

4.1.Assessment tasks (description of tasks, marking system and assessment criteria)

5.Methodology, learning tasks, syllabus and resources

5.1.Methodological overview

See "Learning activities" and "Syllabus".

More information will be provided on the first day of class.
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5.2.Learning tasks

Theoretical lectures.
Practical lectures.
Individual work.
Personal study.
Assessment activities.

5.3.Syllabus

The course will address the following topics:

1.

The Paleolithic in films and the cinema in the Paleolithic. Paleolithic everyday life from the Hollywood
perspective. From "His Prehistoric Past" Charlot (1914) to 10.000BC (2008). The success of the dinosaurs against
blondes in bikinis. The Beatles also were cavemen, "Cave Man". Good movies: "Quest for Fire" and "The Clan of
the Cave Bear". Anachronisms and successes. The "cinema" in the Paleolithic: shadow play in Castillo and the first
animations.

Cannibals, scavengers and hunters: survival strategies among the first hominids and their relatives anthropoids
(gorillas and chimpanzees). The demystification of the great theories: the human being as the only tool
manufacturer; ¢ Australopithecines or leopards? (Brain vs. Dart); the "ferocious hunters" by Torralba and Ambrona
(Binford vs. Howell); Mousterian facies as a result of the mobility of the tribes or the functionality of the settlement
(Binford vs. Borders). Third opinions.

The functionality of settlements. Base camps vs. hunting grounds in the Middle Paleolithic: Gabasa and Pefia
Miel; Cazaderos, permanent habitats and sanctuaries in the Magdaleniense. Large paleolithic sanctuaries. Sacred
animals.

Travel, maps and lunar calendars. Mobility during the Upper Paleolithic. Aggregation Sites. Bored hunter draws a
map of the environment in Abauntz cave. Lunar marks on mobile objects.

Sex in Prehistory: reproduction and survival strategy among the first hominids. Erotic scenes in Prehistoric art.
Homosexuals. Pregnancy and childbirth.

The last hunter-gatherers: the tough competition with the first farmers. Levantine rock art as a narrative document
of everyday life:

1. scenes of hunting with bows or boomerangs;

2. war scenes: battles, military parades and scenes of execution;

3. recreational or ceremonial activities: collective capture of live deer; dance scenes;

4. economic activities: collecting honey and vegetables; Farmers and Shepherds;

5. beliefs: representations of praying men. Sacred Animals.

. Stimulants. Beer, dance, music and drugs. Poppy and other opiates. The case of the Bat Cave. The bass-reliefs of

Tell el Amarna. The prehistoric music: Sound spaces and musical instruments.
The last trip. A lifetime preparing the eternal sleep. Megalith builders. Solar temples and astronomical
observatories. Ceremonial centers.

5.4.Course planning and calendar

See the academic calendar of the University of Zaragoza (http://academico.unizar.es/calendario-academico/calendario)
and the website of the Faculty of Philosophy and Arts (Schedule of classes:
https://fyl.unizar.es/horario-de-clases#overlay-context=horario-de-clases; Examination schedule:
https://fyl.unizar.es/calendario-de-examenes#overlay-context=)

More information will be provided on the first day of class.

5.5.Bibliography and recommended resources
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