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5.1.Methodological overview

This course introduces different theoretical models and seeks to engage students in a range of activities involving
applications of those models.

Lectures are based on analytical tasks inviting the students to reflect on contextual aspects of academic English in the
field of the Humanities.
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In identifying, describing and critically reflecting on academic texts, students are expected to put into practice the
theoretical frameworks taught over the course. At the same time, students will engage in the use of academic English as
a lingua franca for written and spoken communication in multilingual and multicultural contexts.

5.2.Learning tasks

Teaching in this module is carried out by way of weekly lectures and seminars, with individual guidance and assistance
being available to learners in the research and preparation of their work.

THEORETICAL AND PRACTICAL SESSIONS

Lectures (1.2 ECTS / 30 hours) will introduce key theoretical concepts and issues related to academic communication,
with a focus on contextual factors, the relationship between language and culture and the use of English as a vehicular
language (English as a Lingua Franca).

Seminars (1.2 ECTS / 30 hours) are designed to assist the development of skills necessary to analyze, evaluate and form
judgements about English texts used in academic settings.

SUPERVISED ACTIVITIES

Individual/group advising (0.4 ECTS / 10 hours) : advising on students' progress in their assessment tasks will be
provided in office hours

ASSESSMENT

f) Assessment methods (0.2 créditos / 5 hours) : exam, individual essay and group presentation.

The student is expected to demonstrate: i) accuracy and fluency (if applicable) in the use of general English (level C1.1)
and academic English language conventions; ii) knowledge of course contents and ability to apply such knowledge in
practice; and analytical skills, critical reading and writing skills, reflective skills as well as problem-solving skills in handling
contents.

5.3.Syllabus
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Syllabus

1. Models of cross-cultural and cross-linguistic communication.

2. An overview of language and culture: the role of culture in academic communication.

3. English as a Lingua Franca for international and intercultural communication.
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4. Language and discourse: theoretical and applied perspectives on the study of written and spoken academic discourse
in the context of intercultural communication.

5. Language and cultural identity: theoretical and applied perspectives on English as a lingua franca in multilingual and
multicultural academic settings.

6. Doing "Intercultural Communication": academic contexts, communities of discourse, discourse practices and
professional modes of communication.

5.4.Course planning and calendar

Lectures and seminars will take place twice a week, as stated in the official calendar published by the Faculty of
Humanities and Arts.

The dates of all assessment tasks are those established by the Faculty.
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